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The Federalists nevertheless objected to the new
constitution, on the ground that it made too many
concessions to the Centralist party. They attempted
to bring about a fresh revision in September of the
same year. Napoleon therefore intervened, and forced
on all parties his Act of Mediation, which was in-
tended to put an end to the political strife, the result

Condorcet, the author of the Zettres d'un bourgeois de Neio Haven
(Paris, 1788), was the soul of the committee appointed in 1793 to
draw up the French Constitution. The "projet Girondin" of 1793
has been described as "the result of a systematic union of the
principles of New England and those of the eighteenth-century
French philosophy. ... In it the primary assemblies take the place
of the town meetings." (Borgeaud, Adoption and Amendment of
Constitutions, pp. 206-7.)

In Massachusetts, as early as 1778, the new constitution was sub-
mitted to the town meetings for ratification and rejected by them.
In 1779 the people were asked whether there should be a convention
to draw up a constitution. This was decided in the affirmative.
A constitution was framed and presented to the town meetings,
and finally, in 1780, it was found that fa majority of more than
two-thirds had pronounced for its ratification. In New Hampshire
the first Constitution of 1779 was rejected by the town meetings.
A second plan was accepted in 1781 on the condition that certain
alterations be made, and in 1783 the Constitution was finally adopted.
In 1791 the town meetings were asked to declare whether they
wished any amendments, and an affirmative answer being obtained,
a convention was elected to prepare them. The reformed con-
stitution was then divided up into a number of subjects, which
were submitted separately to the approval of the citizens. Some
were accepted and some rejected, and the convention took up the
work again, and the Constitution, as finally drawn up, obtained a
two-thirds majority. The example of these states was followed
by Mississippi in 1817, an^ Missouri in 1820. In 1821 the practice
was adopted by New York, and since that time it has become
almost universal (Oberholtzer, The Referendum in America, ch. 2).
In Switzerland no federal constitutional question was brought
before the people until 1848, and the cantons, with the exception
of those with Landsgemeinde, did not begin to submit their con-
stitutions to the people until 1830, and it was not until 1848 that